
Diamond Club Meeting September 25, 2013 

 

Board Members – Doug Ruoff, Lisa Zitel, Tom Ricca, Karen Kellerman 

Freshman parents meeting started at 6:30 

Doug Ruoff welcomed the freshman parents and introduced the board members.  He also 

mentioned that ¾ of the present board are parents of seniors, so there will be openings in the 

future for parents to get involved. 

Renee Tackach gave an overview of Rent a Raider and explained how it works.   

Coach Hewitt spoke about the history of Rent a Raider.  He also talked about the Virginia Trip 

and the excellent way the players have represented Hillsborough in the past.  He stressed how 

academics come first and that there are no guarantees you will play, that you have to earn your 

spot, and that hard work pays off.  Coach also discussed coaching changes and how the college 

recruitment process is handled. 

General Meeting  

The general meeting began at 7:10 pm.   

Coach Hewitt announced that Coach Eden is getting married in a week. 

Finances – Tom Ricca 

The club account balance is $1,082.26 which is very low.  He explained there is usually about 

4,000.00 at the beginning of the year.  He further explained that the club generally needs to 

generate about $40,000.00 in revenue to assist the teams.  There was also discussion about how 

much money can be spent ($300.00) without approval from the entire club.   

Coach Hewitt then explained that he gets about $4,000.00 as part of the school budget.  This 

generally pays for baseballs and safety equipment.  He mentioned field maintenance and that the 

club is generally reimbursed for these expenses from the school budget, but that he has not been 

reimbursed yet.  Some of the other expenses that are part of the school budget are buses which 

cost about $350.00 per bus as well as umpires.  There are currently 12 scrimmages set and 30 

innings that are part of the Virginia Trip.  There are no freshman scrimmages because they were 

cut from the school budget for all teams a few years ago.  Coach also mentioned that he has 

enough jackets for the players and uniforms were discussed. 

Fundraisers and Events – Lisa Zitel passed out a list of all the fundraisers, events, and services 

with a description of each that the club has or will need chairpersons for.  

 



Rent a Raider – Renee Tackach 

Rent a Raider is ready to begin.  She already has jobs for the upcoming weekend. 

Pie Sale – Joyce Ruoff 

The pie sale is all set and she just needs approval from the school.  She is looking at either Nov. 

8 or Nov. 15 as a deadline to submit orders.  The suggested price for fruit pies is $17.00 and 

$22.00 for chicken pot pies.  This would generate $5.75 profit for fruits pies and $8.25 for 

chicken pot pies.  Orders are usually available for pick up the Saturday before Thanksgiving.  

She will have the pies available at her home on that Saturday from 11-1.  They are delivered 

frozen, so don’t forget to pick them up. 

Pancake Breakfast 

The Pancake Breakfast is a very big event that will be held on Super Bowl Sunday.  A 

chairperson is still needed. 

Sponsorship 

 A chairperson is still needed. 

Dave Marsten, last year’s chairperson presented an overview of soliciting sponsors and 

recommended this fundraiser would benefit from a co-chair, as well as volunteers.  It is an 

enormous amount of work for one person.  Joyce Ruoff mentioned that if any parents own a 

business or know any business owners to please contact them to ask them to become a sponsor.  

Also, to mention to Hillsborough business owners that are sponsors that we as Diamond Club 

members thank them for their sponsorship and to please frequent businesses that are sponsors of 

the baseball team.  The types of sponsorships were discussed.  A one year banner is $500.00 and 

a multi-year sponsorship and banner is available for $1,000.00.  Coach Hewitt suggested looking 

for businesses to sponsor the club that are further away from the high school as most of the 

business close to the school have been saturated with requests to sponsor.  A parent mentioned 

that Quick Chek will commit to a banner this year. 

Yvonne Lorenz, the placemat chairperson for the Pancake Breakfast, also mentioned that she 

could use additional people to help find sponsors. 

Diamond Dance – Sue Brozas and Jim Maggio 

The Diamond Dance will be held at the end of February.   

Car Wash – Gina Ricca 

There was nothing to report. 

Apparel – Karen Kaminsky 



Karen explained that two apparel sales are usually held each year.  The first is the holiday sale, 

just in time for holiday gifts, and the second in March once the teams are picked.  Last year she 

used an online vendor.  Coach Hewitt mentioned that Mitch from Screen Styles would like our 

business back.  It was also mentioned that last year’s vendor declined to become a sponsor.  

Karen will make a decision about which vendor to go with. 

Away Game Subs – Jennifer Romanowski 

Jennifer will chair this committee and will also take care of the JV subs. 

Senior Day 

A chairperson is still needed. 

End of the Year Banquet  

A chairperson is still needed. 

Field Maintenance – Gary Zacheru and Phil Sabatino 

Gary Zacheru will chair this committee and Phil Sabatino volunteered to assist.  Winterizing of 

the fields will happen on October 13 and 14.  Players can earn two Rent a Raider hours toward 

field maintenance.  Shifts will probably be 9-11 and 11-1 each day.  There will also be field 

maintenance opportunities in the spring getting the fields ready for the season. 

Website – Karen Kellerman 

This year we have joined the Hillsborough Baseball League and have a section on their website 

dedicated to the Diamond Club.  This will hopefully allow for better communication between the 

youth and high school programs.  Karen thanked Lisa Lasala, the HBL webmaster, for her 

tireless help in setting up the Diamond Club section on the website.  All prospective players must 

register on the website or they will not receive information from Coach Hewitt or the Diamond 

Club as all communications will be generated through the website. 

Coach’s Corner – Coach Hewitt 

Coach Hewitt asked the club to consider making a donation towards a scooter to aid Gary 

Zacheru who is suffering from ALS.  He suggested $200.00 to $300.00 dollars an appropriate 

donation.  An immediate vote was taken and passed unanimously. 

He is also waiting for a response from the school regarding the Pie Sale.  

A check was received from Wendy’s with a letter from Aleida Marangella.   She also included 

key tags for free frosties.  Coach will distribute these to the players. 

Coach Eden is looking into replacement uniforms. 



Coach Hewitt spoke about last year’s team and praised them for their hard work and dedication 

then explained his goals for this year.  The first is to be in Patriot’s Stadium for the Somerset 

County Tournament.  The second is to qualify for the state tournament.  He pointed out that 

Hillsborough plays an extremely difficult schedule.  His personal goal for all of his players is to 

get them to the next level (college) but players need to be aware that good academics ensure that 

they will have a choice at the next level and not have to settle.  He also stated that school comes 

first, and he will check players' grades. 

Coach Hewitt talked about being in touch with the HBL and that there is a section on the 

Diamond Club website where instructional videos, articles, and training tips are available for the 

youth program to view. 

Coach Eden discussed the strength and conditioning program which may be starting as soon as 

next week.  Coach McFarland will run this program and Coach Eden will be there to assist.  

There is no cost to players and no sign up in advance is required.  The players can just come.  

Sessions will be Monday at 5:30 and Wednesday and 4:30 and will be one hour each.  There will 

be testing to chart player progress with Coach McFarland’s staff.  Players are to check the 

baseball board for information about this which is right outside of the boys’ locker room by the 

gym.  It was also suggested that the boys check the board frequently. 

Finally, winter workouts will be at Zoned Sports Academy in Bridgewater.  They will begin the 

first week of January and run until the end of February.  Training will be on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays for 2 ½ hours each session.  The cost will be $330.00 for the program.  This will be 

finalized shortly. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm. 
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